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EXTRACTS FROM DIAEY OF CHARLES COPLAND. 

(Continued from Quarterly, XIV., 230.) 

Communicated by Anna Melissa Graves. 

Will of Charles Copland. 

I Charles Copland of the City of Richmond in the State of 
Virginia do declare this writing to be my last Will and testa- 
ment. 

FIRST SECTION. 

Immediately after my marriage with my beloved wife, I de- 
termined (unsolicited and unthought of by her) not to have a 
claim to my own use any property she then owned, or might 
thereafter own. I never committed that determination to 
writing, but have strictly adhered to it, and although, I as her 
husband have, from legal necessity been obliged to join with her 
in conveying property, she had chosen to sell, yet I never took a 
dollar of the purchase money to my own use, she had the whole 
of it and has always had the free control and use of it, free from 
any persuasion or hindrance on my part — It is her Own, I claim 
no part of it. I give and devise forever to my wife my unim- 
proved lot of ground in Richmond, which I bought of Reuben T. 
Hamilton, and is distinguished in the plan of the city by the 
number 715. I also give and bequeath to her all my household 
and kitchen furniture, except such of my silver spoons as are 
marked with the letters R. N". and a soup ladle so marked — And 
these excepted spoons and soup ladle I give to my daughter 
Mary Brown. 

SECOND SECTION. 

I give and devise forever in trust to Chapman Johnson of 
Richmond, Henry E. Watkins of Prince Edward and Joseph 
Cabell of Xelson, and to the survivors and survivor of them my 
lot of ground, tenement and appurtenances situate on the ISTorth 
side of E. Street in the City of Richmond, and usually called by 
me the Vendue tenement from its having been formerly used as 
a vendue store. The said trustees, or the survivors or survivor 
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of them, will at public or private sale sell the said tenement and 
convey it to the purchaser, and the nett proceeds of sale they 
will divide as follows, two tenth parts thereof to my wife, four 
tenth parts thereof to my daughter Mary Brown, one tenth part 
thereof to my son William, one tenth part thereof to my Grand- 
son John Copland, one tenth part thereof to my Granddaughter 
Margaret, and the remaining tenth part shall dispose of as I shall 
hereafter direct. The several tenants that now occupy the Ven- 
due rent by the year but pay quarterly — any rent that may be 
unpaid at the time of my death or that may become due before a 
sale of the property shall be made, will be received from the 
tenants and equally divided between my wife and my daughter 
Mary Brown. Any one of the trustees will receive and so divide 
the rents. None of the legatees interested in this division shall 
in any manner whatever bargain for or dispose of their interest 
before a sale shall be made of the property by the trustees ; but if 
any of them shall do so, such bargain or disposition shall be 
utterly void and shall be wholly disregarded by the trustees when 
they shall make a division of the nett proceeds of sale of the said 
tenement. 

third section. 

I give and devise to my son Alexander my lot of land on the 
Muskingum river, in the State of Ohio, distinguished as lot num- 
ber Three (3) in a survey and plan or map made for me by John 
Roberts in August in the year 1820, and which lot of 
survey contains two hundred and ninety four acres and the 
fractional part of an acre. The lot of land here mentioned is a 
part of the second quarter of the second township in the seventh 
range, and which quarter Township was granted to me by the 
United State? in August. 1800, by a patent signed by John Adaans 
then President of the United States. I also give and devise for- 
ever to my said son the three following small lots or pieces of 
ground namely, the lot No. 45 in Mayo's addition to the City 
of Richmond. The lot opposite Warwicks Warehouse (formerly 
called Rocketts Warehouse) which I bought of Richard Young 
executor of J. Allan and the lot No. 3x at Port Mayo which 
I bought of William Mayo. 
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fourth section. 

I emancipate and set free my three male slaves, namely Jack, 
a mulatto man, by trade a cooper but now my dining room ser- 
vant, Daniel and Ben black men, and blacksmiths by trade; 
They are all able bodied men and good workmen. My good old 
mulatto woman, Molly and her daughter Maria may either live 
with and serve my wife or my daughter Mary Brown or may live 
by themselves — Molly is too old to leave the State and her 
daughter Maria would not leave her mother ; but my Executors 
or the survivors of them will when required by Maria emancipate 
and set her free in due form. But of the provisions I make in 
this testament for my wife, my daughter Mary Brown and my 
son William, I desire that each of them will contribute one hun- 
dred dollars and divide it equally between the five colored people 
named in this section. And, moreover, I urge it upon my wife, 
my said daughter and my said son, never to suffer Molly to want 
the comforts of life, suitable to her condition. 

FIFTH SECTION. 

I give and devise forever to my son William my lot of land on 
the Muskingum Biver in the State of Ohio distinguished as lot No. 
two (2) in the same survey plan or map made by John Boberts as 
mentioned in the third section of this testament, and containing 
as by that survey three hundred and four acres and the fractional 
part of an acre; and this lot of land is a part of the same quarter 
township as is the lot No. (3) three devised to my son Alexander. 
About three years ago I resolved (but did not make a vow) that 
I never would thereafter be in debt to the amount in the whole 
of one thousand dollars and I have strictly adhered to that reso- 
lution. I can however imagine events that might induce me to 
depart from that resolution but I hope that no such event will 
ever occur — Laying aside two hundred and sixty eight dollars 
mentioned in my answer in a suit in Chancery by the attorney 
general (Bobcrtson) against Mary W. Binds, myself and others, 
and fifty dollars I promised to pay for my son Alexander and 
about eighty dollars I owe for 425 bushels of coal had from the 
Black Heath Coal Company from their 3-ard opposite Bocketts, 
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I say with these exceptions, I can truly and confidently say that 
all the debts I owe do not amount to one hundred dollars. If 
at the time of my death the debts I may then owe shall not ex- 
ceed one thousand dollars, my son William out of the provision 
made for him in this testament shall pay the same, but if they 
shall exceed one thousand dollars, he shall not be bound to pay 
the excess over one thousand dollars. The sum of Fifty dollars 
spoken of in this section is due to the estate of Ludowick Goodall 
formerly of Barren County, Iventuckey. 

SIXTH SECTION. 

As the amount of debts owing from me is but small, so on the 
other hand the amount of good debts owing to me is also small 
except the .... due to me from John Parkhill. All of which 
debt due to me from John Parkhill I hereby release to him and 
acquit him of fully and completely. All personal estate which 
I may have at the time of my death (except all such as I have 
herein before bequeathed or disposed of) my executors will sell 
the nett proceeds, whereof together with what money I may have 
on hand either in or out of bank, and what debts they shall collect 
shall form one fund and shall be equally divided between my wife 
and my daughter Mary Brown. The lot or piece of ground in Rich- 
mond whereon my said daughter Mary Brown now resides, I 
gave to her in the year 1808, and I now confirm that gift. The 
provision I have made for my wife in this testament is in full 
for her dower in my Real estate and distributive share in my 
personal estate. I have not named my son Robert in this testa- 
ment but shall do so in a codicil. I appoint Executors of this 
testament, George Nicholson Johnson, son of Chapman Johnson, 
and my grandson John Copland ; and having entire confidence in 
their integrity, I desire that no security shall be required of them. 
My affairs are all straight and in good order, and not mingled up 
with entanglement's, and will I believe give little trouble to my 
Executors ; they will take care to preserve my papers in the order 
I left them, and my books of accounts. My last Ledger always 
shows the state of my affairs, except that it may be, that I may 
owe some small, very small debt's not entered in my books, but I 
deal not on credit in any stores but the remark I here make is to 
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what my last ledger always shows is only intended to apply to the 
268 dollars, 50 dollars and about 80 dollars mentioned in the fifth 
section of this testament. This last will and testament was 
written with my own hand, and to which I subscribe my name 
and affix my seal — February, 1836. 

Chas. Copland [seal]. 

A Codicil to my Will. 

I am grieved to think that it may happen that my son Kobert 
may not share in any property I have. I would give him un- 
conditionally the lot of ground I live on, if it were prudent to do 
so. The lot of ground here sjroken of would now readily sell for 
two thousand dollars, but the amount of debts owing by my said 
son is probably three times greater than that sum. And if I were 
to give him this lot of ground, if he should hereafter be com- 
pelled to take the insolvent debtor's oath, to relieve himself from 
confinement he would in law and in conscience be bound to sur- 
render the lot to his creditors, in doing which he would derive no 
relief from his debts save only from so much as the lot would sell 
for. If, indeed, I could foresee that his creditors would give him 
a full discharge on receiving the proceeds of the sale of the lot, 
to be divided between them ratably, according to the amount of 
their several claims, I would most cheerfully direct the lot to be 
sold and the proceeds to be so applied, that my son might be 
restored to his freedom, for a man in debt beyond what he can 
pay is not free. In the event of my son Eobert prevailing in a 
suit or suits that he is engaged in, at New Orleans, he will be 
able to pay all his debts. The suit or suits I allude to is for the 
recovery of land which he claims in or near ISTew Orleans. I give 
and devise forever to James Marshall of Fauquier County and to 
Henry Moncure of the City of Richmond and to the survivor of 
them, the lot of ground above referred to, fronting on H Street, 
and whereon I now live, in trust for the following purposes: 
First, that if my wife shall choose herself to the said lot 

of ground for twelve or fourteen months after my death she shall 
have liberty to do so free of rent. Secondly, in case my son 
Robert shall prevail in the suit or suits above alluded to and gets 
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acquitted by his creditors of the debts he owes them within three 
years after my death, that then the said trustees or the survivor 
of them shall convey the said lot of ground to my son. Thirdly, 
if my said son shall not get so acquitted of his debts within the 
period aforesaid, and shall within that period be a married man, 
that then the said trustees or the survivor of them shall sell the 
said lot of land and shall invest the proceeds in the best way they 
can for the separate use of the wife my said son may have, and of 
their children and free from all liability to be taken for the pay- 
ment of his debts, and in the drawing of any deeds or other 
papers to affect that object, to consult and employ able counsel. 
Fourthly, in case my said son shall not within three years from 
my death be acquitted by his creditors as aforesaid, or shall 
within the said three years (not having obtained such an ac- 
quittance from his creditors) die a bachelor, that then the said 
trustees or the survivors of them shall sell the said lot of ground, 
and give the nett proceeds of sale to any one or more of my chil- 
dren (not grandchildren) that the trustees or the survivor of 
them shall think best, and if to more than one in such propor- 
tions as they shall think best, and of what shall be best the said 
trustees or the survivor of them shall be the sole and absolute 
Judges. In using the words "to any one or more of my chil- 
dren" I meant to any one of more of my children that should be 
then alive. This Codicil was written wholly with my own hand 
March, 1836. 

Chas. Copland. 



I believe that James Marshall and Henry Moncure named in 
this Codicil have each of them a double name. If it be so or not 
there can be no doubt that I mean James Marshall, a son of the 
late Chief Justice, and Henry Moncure, a son of the late William 
Moncure. 

Chas. Copland. 

Another Codicil to my will of February last. 

The piece of ground I own on Locust Street in Richmond, in 
front on that street twentv seven feet six inches, and back of the 
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same with 128 feet to an Alley of eight feet, being a part of lot 
No. twelve in Mayo's addition, as by a map or plan of that addi- 
tion of record in the former District Court of Eichmond, I give 
and devise forever to my daughter Mary Brown and after the 
expiration of two years from my death and at a fit season, She 
shall sell the same land as she shall be advised by her friends at 
public or private sale. It would now sell for fifty dollars a foot 
at least. One half of the nett proceeds I give to her and the 
other half I give to my grand daughter Mary Ann Farkhill. 
This lot of land will increase in value, and therefore I have in- 
hibited the sale of it until the expiration of the time above men- 
tioned. This Codicil was written with my own hand. 

Chas. Copland, 

June, 1836. 



Charles Copland is buried in the Church Yard of St. John's Church, 
Richmond. The tomb is the old-fashioned type of a brick rectang- 
ular shaped substructure, with a marble slab for a top, the tomb 
covering the whole grave. The inscription is as follows: 

CHARLES COPLAND 
Died 24 Nov. 183C 
Aged about 80 years 
A member of the Richmond Bar, he was highly re- 
spected for good sense and for proverbial diligence, 
punctuality and honesty. In private life he was an 
exemplar of the domestic and social virtues. The poor, 
the widow and the orphans, his servants, children, 
wife and many friends bless his memory and mourn his 
death. 

To the Memory of 

a tender Father and a Pious Man 

the filial duty of his surviving 

children has erected this 

monument. 

On one side of him lies his first wife and on the other his second 
wife. Next to his first wife, our common .grandmother, is her father, 
Robert Nicolson, and on the other side of Robert Nicolson lies 
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Thomas Nicolson, the son of Robert and brother of Rebecca Copland, 
There are no other tombs in the lot. 

Rebecca Nicolson, the first wife of Charles Copland, was a daughter 
of Robert Nicolson and Mary Waters. In the License bonds on file 
in York Co. Clerk's office is this notice: "4th Feb. 1786 Charles 
Copland to Rebecca Nicolson. Security Robert Nicolson, witness 
Wm. T. Allen." In the Virginia Gazette (taken from the Wm. and 
Mary Quarterly, Vol. XII, No 4, p. 274) is the following notice of 
the marriage: "On Saturday last was married Charles Copland, Esq. 
to Miss Becky Nicholson, youngest daughter of Mr. Robert Nicholson 
of Williamsburg." The Nicolson family (at that time spelled Nich- 
olson as often as Nicolson) seems to have lived both in Yorktown 
and in Williamsburg. The Virginia Gazette speaks of Robert Nich- 
olson as of Williamsburg, yet the license is taken out in York County. 
Bishop Meade speaks of the Nicholsons as being among the promi- 
nent families in Yorktown. Mrs. Copland's brother Robert lived 
in Yorktown and a house called the Nicolson House near the Nelson 
House is still standing unless it has been very recently demolished. 
The family married into most of the prominent families of "Virginia. 
Mrs. Copland's brother, Robert, married Elizabeth Digges, daughter 
cf Dudley Digges and Sara Wormeley of Rosegill, her brother 
Andrew Nicolson married Elizabeth's sister Judith Digges. The 
marriages of her nephews and nieces are as follows : George Dudley 
Nicolson married Sarah Tayloe Wormeley, Sallie Berkeley Nicolson 
married Peyton Randolph Nelson of Yorktown, Elizabeth Nicolson 
married Col. T. N. Burwell, of Botetourt Co., Rebekah Nicolson mar- 
ried Rev. George Woodbridge, of the Monumental Church, Richmond. 
Margaret Nicolson married Robert Gwathmey, of Liverpool, and of 
Richmond. Elizabeth Nicolson married Carter Braxton Page. Mary 
Ann Nicolson married the "eminent jurist" (Bishop Meade) Chap- 
man Johnson. (The above are all the marriages of her nephews and 
nieces which have been ascertained as yet.) 



THE POLLAED FAMILY. 

The following appeared not long since in a newspaper, and 
deserves a more permanent depositary: 

The following is so remarkable an instance of longevity in a 
family, consisting of five sisters and one brother, now living, that 
I am induced to send it to you for publication in your useful 
paper : 



